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On January 9th I traveled to The, historic, College of New Jersey to run for the New Jersey State 
Student Council, formally known as the New Jersey Association of Student Councils. While I 
had immense support from my administration, Dr. Dauber, Mrs. Cincotta, and Mr. James, our 
student council, my friends, my family, and even a public mayoral endorsement from Mayor 
Hemanth Marathe, I knew the outcome of this election would set a precedent for many student 
leaders and student advocates who hoped to follow in my footsteps, in the years to come at High 
School North. I traveled to TCNJ with a campaign team of over 60 students, bathed in red (my 
campaign color) from head to toe. I delivered my speech in front of 4800 student leaders of the 
beautiful Garden State, and won the election. I will never forget this day. 
 
Serving the past year has provided me with a lifetime’s worth of memories. The biggest lesson I 
learned this past year was that it is possible to give every student a voice, if they genuinely are 
interested in facilitating change. However, I did not come to this realization on my own. I 
realized this through the relationships I have made, and the connections I have developed. I 
made hundreds of friends, who serve for their state, from all 50 united states and Puerto Rico at 
the National Student Council Conference, that was hosted in Pittsburgh this past June. I met a 
ton of student leaders at the longest continually running leadership conference that took place 
this past July. I implemented various leadership strategies I acquired from workshops I attended 
at the Region 2 Government Conference in Lewes, DE. Through these experiences, I realized 
that there are students out there, just like me, who want to spend their time giving others a 
voice; and if you do it correctly, every student will want to start using their voice themselves to 
enact effective change.  
 
New Jersey, serving you has been the greatest honor of my life. Thank you to my parents who 
funded my entire campaign, and never stopped telling me they were proud of me every step of 
the way. Thank you to my advisors, Mr. Gore and Mr. Tabernero, who took a day each month to 
attend our Executive Meetings, and for being so supportive of me embarking on this adventure. 
Thank you to Saniya Mandloi, Olivia Browndorf, Pranav Nair, Salini Iyer, Sonia Balakrishnan, Arin 
Sang, Aditi Parekh, Meghna Angara, Alex Vogel, Nolan Shah, Aman Anand, and Ronak Joneja who 
always went out of their way to support me in any capacity. Words cannot describe how much 
you all have helped me through this journey, and it warms my heart to have you all by my side, 
nonstop.  
 
You all inspire me so much. Thank you for letting me live out my dream as a student, and for 
letting me pursue what I love to do. I will be first in line to support you- anywhere, anytime.  
 
For one last time: thank you, New Jersey.  
Best, 
Rohan Patel 
Executive Member, New Jersey Association of Student Councils 
Student Body President, West Windsor Plainsboro High School North 


